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Statement of Issue/Problem: 
 Holistic community design becomes problematic as a result of development and 
economic pressures.  The elderly in specific seem to be faced with retirement community design 
that negates their contributions and continued importance in life.  Few communities are designed 
that are wholly effective in their environmental design (site planning, resource conservation, 
solar benefit and construction detailing).  In particular facilities and communities designed to 
integrate an aging population are not of high priority for developers and governments alike.  As 
our population ages we must consider a means to meet their housing needs and at the same time 
consider the need for effective environmental design measures to mitigate the ongoing damage 
that development can have on the environment. 
 
 
 
Statement of Significance of Issue: 
 All developments and proposed communities create significant issues for urban planners.  
As the development moves from the schematic stage to the proposed stages the influence of 
architects, urban planners and design engineers have the greatest possibility to make a positive 
impact on the communities outcome based upon their inherent professionally training.  
Inevitably economic and developer pressures strive to make decisions based on the projects 
profitability ratio.  Society in North America tends to look in a less positive way at public 
housing that strives to be created in an economically frugal method.  The European model of 
public housing created in the 1980’s seems to not suffer from this negative image but rather 
becomes a more coherent community.  Upon retirement individuals generally expend a greater 
portion of their disposable income on housing, yet does society realize what they would really 
like in their housing choices.  In the micro-economy of Western New York we have only begun 
to see developers consider the issues of this sector of the population.  Have these developments 
considered the possible positive environmental benefits that a sustainable design approach can 
effect on both society and the environment. 
 
  
 
 
 
 



Method of Inquiry: 
 A comprehensive review of theoretical community and city design from selected 
literature will provide a theoretical base for the development principle schematic of a proposed 
community.  A comprehensive study of selected as built developments will serve to assess the 
successes and inherent weaknesses of these selected precedents from which a secondary 
schematic will be derived.  The schematic physical design inquiry will then initially study a 
proposed site and make use of environmental planning methods to consider the implications on 
the site.  The next inquiry stage will be the environmental impact statement as all developments 
must as a minimum satisfy both stages I and II of the EIS.  In a parallel fashion to the EIS 
environmental design issues (site planning, resource conservation, solar benefit and construction 
detailing) and the next level of the architectural considerations will be explored with a particular 
focus on integration of design professionals to make effective design guidelines.  The planning 
inquiry in addition to the EIS will also consider existing land use, zoning and adherence and 
complement to the comprehensive plan of the municipality in which the development is to be 
sited.   
 
 
 
Expected Outcome: 
 A proposed community will be developed on a theoretical site that strives to amalgamate 
the needs of the intended residents, community and the environment.  This final product will be a 
comprehensive study which would emulate the outcome of a real world development which as 
yet is not in abundant supply.  The final product strives to be a synergistic product of graduate 
training in architecture and urban planning with a focus on the positive benefit that 
environmental design can have.  The model created will hopefully provide a some basis for 
recommendation guidelines for future developments which consider the needs of an aging 
population and the necessity to continue to integrate these individuals within our communities, 
society and environment as a whole. 
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